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Tormer U.S. Attomey in Cleveland Ts Ind1c'ted|

WASHINGTON, Oct. 31 (UPI) —The
former United States Attorney in
Clcveland, dismissed earlier this
mozth by President Reagan, was in-
dicted today on charges of disclosing
information about a sea.led indictment
to a friend.

AFederalgrandjm‘ymBaum

Rouge, La., returned a one-count in-.

dictment against the United States At-
torpey, J. William Petro, the Justice
entannounced.Mr Petro, #4

years oid, served in 1980 as the Reagan.

campeign’s primary coordinator in
Ohio. He was later was appointed to the
Federal post. -

Mr. Reagzan dismissed Mr. Petro
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Justice Department opened an investi-
gation into allegations that he had dis-
closed information about an indictment
pending as a result of an undercover
operation by Federal agents. ... .

The grand jury charged’ Mr Pen'o
transmitted to Howard Schulman in-
formation abot the indictment, which
concerned a scheme to defraud involv-
ing the sale of cmmta’feit merchan—
dise.

Qy,

Schnlmxn 8 Ltfelong Friend
Mr. Schulman was & lifelong friend
of Mr. Petro and is also friendly with
Stanley Moss, one of the people named

from office earhu'thismonthattutbe-

mtheindictment that resulted fmm the
undercover operation, according to the
Government. The Government said a
Federal judge on Aug. 1 ordered that
the indictment of Mr. Moss and two
others remain sealed until all defend-
ants were arrested. -

A week later, the indictmem
charged, Mr. Petro disclosed informa-
tion about the indictment to Mr. Schul-.

man ‘“when such disclosure was not
neoasa.ry for the issuance and execu- |
tmnofawamntorsummons” .

Officials have said the \mderwver

operation was still in progress at the

and the disclosure could bave endan-
gered the undercover ageat.
. It is the second time in the Reagan

NG R

torney has been dismissed.

In 1882, Mr. Reagan dismissed Wil-
liam H. Kennedy, the United States At-
tomey in San Diego, after he made
what the Justice Department said were
“‘improper comments about a
criminal case, which were highly prej-
tsxdmal to the mtem of the Umned

ta :

Mr. Kemnedy was quoted in a ’
pagarﬂdeassamgtﬁe.’f_u;ﬁce%
'| partment withheld approval to In-

dict a
because

mamaorcarﬁxeﬁ?se

source in Mexico.
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time the information was transmitted;

Administration that a United States At--

telligence
Agency believed he was an mm :




